
TRADE UNIONS SAY NO TO 
TRUMP'S WAR ON VENEZUELA

TUC General Council statement:
The TUC joins the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) and ITUC-Americas 

in expressing our ‘absolute and unequivocal rejection’ of the US military attack in 
Venezuela, and the abduction of President Nicolás Maduro and his wife Cilia Flores.

This is a clear breach of international law, the UN Charter, and of Venezuela’s 
sovereignty. We condemn any attempt to control Venezuela's natural and strategic 

resources.

Subsequent threatening statements made by the US administration against Colombia, 
Cuba, Mexico and their implied designs on Greenland further undermine peace and 

stability in the region.

The TUC firmly believes that the future of any country, including Venezuela, ought to 
be determined by its people, through peaceful, democratic processes, free from 

external interference. We echo the governments of Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, 
Spain, and Uruguay in stating that the aggression marks an 'extremely dangerous 

precedent' and that dialogue is the solution.

As a permanent member of the UN Security Council the UK has a duty to protect 
international law. We call on the UK government to condemn this blatant violation of 
international law and to make clear that the UN charter applies to all member states 

consistently.

The TUC remains committed to defending workers’ rights, and to the principles of 
peace, democracy, and self-determination globally. We stand in solidarity with our 
trade union brothers and sisters in the region in their struggle for peace and social 

justice.

https://www.tuc.org.uk/news/tuc-general-council-statement-venezuela
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Trade union General Secretaries condemn US attack on Venezuela

A statement condemning the attack has been signed by trade union general 
secretaries including Daniel Kebede (NEU), Fran Heathcote (PCS), Jo Grady (UCU), Eddie 

Dempsey (RMT), Steve Wright (FBU), Steve Gillian (POA), Maryam Eslamdoust (TSSA), 
Sarah Woolley (BFAWU) and Gawain Little (GFTU). The Prime Minister’s refusal to 
denounce it was also condemned by Unison general secretary Christina McAnea.

https://morningstaronline.co.uk/article/mps-and-unions-condemn-pms-response-ven
ezuela-attack

STATEMENT: NO TO TRUMP'S WAR ON VENEZUELA

We are deeply alarmed by the growing threat of a Trump-led war on Venezuela.

In recent weeks, a huge US naval fleet — including warships, bombers, and thousands 
of troops — has been deployed to the Caribbean, off Venezuela’s coast.

Trump has publicly confirmed authorising the CIA to conduct covert operations in 
Venezuela. Already, U.S. strikes on Venezuelan small boats — under the pretext of a 
“war on drugs” — have killed dozens of civilians. Now, Trump has ominously warned 

that “the land is going to be next.”

There are deep fears that US military intervention in Venezuela would be the first step 
in a wider military escalation by Trump in Latin America. The US has a long history of 

interference in the continent, where so-called “regime change” has caused widespread 
suffering and lasting harm. 

Leaders across the region have opposed this military build up and any use of force or 
foreign intervention.

We reject this military escalation and call on all who stand for peace to say clearly: No 
to Trump’s war on Venezuela.
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NEU statement on Venezuela:

Statement from RMT General Secretary Eddie Dempsey:

Published: 03/01/2026

The NEU condemns unequivocally the abduction and removal to the USA of 
Venezuelan President Maduro and his wife by the USA administration.

This act of aggression, and the wave of military attacks - including the bombardment of 
Caracas which preceded it - constitute a blatant breach of international law.

We uphold the right of the Venezuelan people alone to determine their elected 
leaders and the future of their country.

https://neu.org.uk/latest/news/neu-statement-venezuela

“We condemn the illegal military attack carried out by the United States of America on 
Venezuela which resulted in President Maduro being kidnapped by US special forces.

“In accordance with international law and respect for sovereign nations, the UK 
Government must demand the immediate cessation of military hostilities towards 

Venezuela and the return of its President.

“Only by following the UN Charter can we create a framework for peace, stability and 
mutual respect between nations.

“We send our solidarity to the people of Venezuela and stand with them against this 
violent intervention.”

https://www.rmt.org.uk/news/rmt-statement-on-us-military-attack-against-venezuela/
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UNISON condemns the US military 
attack on Venezuela

UNISON joins the international trade union movement in condemning the US military 
attack on the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela during which president Nicolás Maduro 

and his wife Cilia Flores were abducted.

Following the attack, President Trump has threatened to take control of the country 
and its strategic and natural resources, in a further violation of Venezuela’s sovereignty.

The actions of the United States president are a clear violation of international law 
and the United Nations Charter and should be condemned. These acts are purely in 

the interests of the USA’s economic and other geopolitical interests. They set an 
extremely dangerous precedent and jeopardise regional peace and stability.

They have been followed by further threats to the governments of Colombia, Cuba, 
Mexico and Greenland. The clear message from the US is that the rule of international 

law can be overridden for economic and political interests without consequence.

UNISON stands in solidarity with the people and unions in Venezuela. There must be 
an immediate end to US military threats and aggression in Venezuela and elsewhere, a 

return to diplomatic avenues to resolve the crisis and unconditional respect for 
international law and the principles of the United Nations Charter.

The UK government, as a permanent member of the UN Security Council, must join 
other like-minded countries and unequivocally denounce the actions of P|resident 

Trump, distance themselves from his plans and take steps through the UN to restore 
peace, stability and adherence to international law.

The future of the Venezuelan people must be decided through democratic, peaceful 
means and not through foreign military or other intervention.

 
https://www.unison.org.uk/news/article/2026/01/unison-condemns-the-us-military-at

tack-on-venezuela/
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GMB condemns US attack on Venezuela

GMB Union condemns the military attack on Venezuela by the United States of 
America and abduction of Venezuela’s Heads of State. These acts are flagrant 

violations of international law, the United Nations (UN) Charter and the right to 
self-determination.

We are appalled to hear reports of Venezuelan civilians killed and injured in the attack 
and we stand in solidarity with the Venezuelan people, workers and trade unions who 

deserve to live free from destruction and violence and determine their own future. 
We echo the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) statement that this 

unprovoked assault by US President Trump sets a precedent that jeopardises peace,

human rights, trade union rights and risks destabilising Venezuela and the wider region.

GMB firmly opposes Imperialism, Colonialism and attempts to ‘regime change’ other 
countries. The Trump Administration must reverse its stated plan to ‘run’ Venezuela 
and its oil infrastructure, retract its threats of similar aggression towards Cuba and 

Colombia and move towards a non-violent and diplomatic solution to this crisis. The 
status of Latin America and the Caribbean as a ‘Zone of Peace’ as declared by 33 

regional countries in 2014 must be respected.

GMB Congress last year reaffirmed our solidarity with those defending their right to 
self-determination and called on the UK government to do more to uphold 

international law abroad.

GMB calls for the immediate cessation of hostilities with Venezuela and for the 
respect of international law by all states. We echo the UN’s calls on all actors in 

Venezuela to engage in inclusive dialogue, in full respect of human rights and the rule 
of law.

https://www.gmb.org.uk/news/gmb-condemns-us-attack-on-venezuela
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Prospect statement on US 
military attack on Venezuela

6 January 2026 

Alongside the TUC, Prospect joins the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) 
and ITUC-Americas in expressing our ‘absolute and unequivocal rejection’ of the US 
military attack in Venezuela, and the abduction of President Nicolás Maduro and his 

wife Cilia Flores. This is a clear breach of international law, the UN Charter, and of 
Venezuela’s sovereignty. We condemn any attempt to control Venezuela’s natural and 

strategic resources.

Subsequent threatening statements made by the US administration against Colombia, 
Cuba, Mexico and their implied designs on Greenland further undermine peace and 

stability in the region.

The TUC firmly believes that the future of any country, including Venezuela, ought to 
be determined by its people, through peaceful, democratic processes, free from 

external interference. We echo the governments of Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, 
Spain, and Uruguay in stating that the aggression marks an ‘extremely dangerous 

precedent’ and that dialogue is the solution.

As a permanent member of the UN Security Council the UK has a duty to protect 
international law. We call on the UK government to condemn this blatant violation of 
international law and to make clear that the UN charter applies to all member states 

consistently.

The TUC remains committed to defending workers’ rights, and to the principles of 
peace, democracy, and self-determination globally. We stand in solidarity with our 
trade union brothers and sisters in the region in their struggle for peace and social 

justice. 

https://prospect.org.uk/news/statement-on-us-military-attack-in-venezuela
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Campaign for Trade Union Freedom statement on the 
unlawful attack on Venezuela by US forces

The Campaign for Trade Union Freedom adds its support to the growing international condemnation of 
Trump’s aggressive, imperialist policy towards Latin America.

Trump’s assault on Venezuela did not commence on 3rd January 2026. The war against Venezuela began in 
2001, after President Hugo Chávez passed a law bringing all national oil reserves under the control of the 

Venezuelan Bolivarian Republic.

The new Venezuelan law disadvantaged oil conglomerates, most of them from the United States, instead 
allowing the Venezuelan government to redirect a larger share of oil revenue towards social programmes and 

long-term national development.

The illegal attack on Venezuela in 2026 and the abduction of its president and first lady are part of this long, 
continuous war against the working people of Latin America.

International law offers three main protections against the kind of aggressive force. Without the sanction of 
the United Nations Security Council it is unlawful for one country to:

• threaten or use force against another;
• interfere in the internal (or external affairs) of another;

• violate the diplomatic immunity of the head-of-state of another country.

Trump’s statements make it clear that the US attack on Venezuela and abduction of President Maduro and 
Cicilia Flores is intended to allow the US to take control of Venezuelan oil and the revenue from it.

That revenue is the basis of the entire social programme underpinning the Bolivarian Revolution and since the 
time of Chavez has lifted millions out of poverty.

The oil industry is the largest industrial employer and historically has been one of the best union organised 
sectors in Venezuela.

Trump’s statements also make it clear that his aggression on behalf of US corporate interests will not stop at 
Venezuela. Cuba, Colombia and Greenland are similarly under threat.

The Campaign for Trade Union Freedom stands with the trade unions and workers of Latin America and calls 
for international law to be upheld; for Maduro and Flores to

return home and, for Latin American countries to be free to determine their own social, economic and 
political futures, free from US interference. 

https://www.tradeunionfreedom.co.uk/campaign-for-trade-union-freedom-statement-on-the-unlawful-attac
k-on-venezuela-by-us-forces/
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ITUC and TUCA firmly condemn the US military attack 
on Venezuela and the violation of its sovereignty

continued overleaf

The International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) and the Trade Union Confederation of the Americas 
(TUCA) express their absolute and unequivocal rejection of the military operation carried out today by the 

government of the United States of America on the territory of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

The International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) and the Trade Union Confederation of the Americas 
(TUCA) express their absolute and categorical rejection of the military operation conducted in the early 

hours of today, 3 January 2026, by the government of the United States of America on the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela.

Considering the gravity of the events, which include the bombing of facilities in Caracas and confirmation by 
the US government of President Nicolás Maduro’s capture and abduction, the international trade union 

movement:

· Condemns the military intervention: We denounce this action as a flagrant violation of the United Nations 
Charter and the fundamental principles of international law. The use of military force and the incursion into 
the territory of a sovereign nation constitute an unacceptable act of war that threatens the peace and the 

stability of the entire region.

· Defends sovereignty and self-determination: In line with our historic defence of the autonomy of peoples, 
and in support of the statements by the governments of the region demanding unrestricted respect for 

Venezuela’s sovereignty, we reject any attempt at regime change through the use of force or foreign 
interference. The fate of Venezuela must be determined solely by the Venezuelan people, through 

democratic and peaceful means, without imperial tutelage.

· Demands respect for human rights: We join in the urgent international demands for proof that President 
Nicolás Maduro and his wife, Cilia Flores, are alive, for respect for their physical integrity, and for their release, 

along with that of any other citizens detained in this illegal operation. Full transparency regarding their 
current status must immediately be provided to the international community.

· Calls for peace and dialogue: We share the position expressed by the governments of Brazil, Mexico and 
other sovereign nations, condemning the violence and stressing the urgent need for a return to diplomatic 

channels. The region must remain a Peace Zone; we will not allow Latin America to be dragged into an armed 
conflict over geopolitical interests that are not those of our peoples.

“In no way do these acts defend democracy. They are clear acts of aggression in the context of a militarised 
foreign policy agenda driven by unilateral economic interests,” said ITUC General Secretary Luc Triangle. 

“Threats of abduction and the misuse of the courts to attack a sovereign government undermine the rule of 
law, internationally, and set a precedent for imperialist coercion that represents a threat to peace 

everywhere.”
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European Trade Union Confederation: US military aggression 
against Venezuela: EU must act to uphold international law

“We, the trade union movement in the Americas, condemn the military attack and the abduction of 
President Maduro and his wife Cilia Flores, a violation of the sovereignty and integrity of Venezuela and the 

whole of Latin America and the Caribbean, declared a Peace Zone by CELAC in 2014. We are launching 
international solidarity mechanisms with the people and workers of Venezuela,” said TUCA General Secretary 
Rafael Freire. “We stand in defence of Venezuela and all of Latin America as a territory of peace. We do not 
accept invasion and the use of violence against our peoples and territories. The trade union movement is, as 

always, on the frontline of defending sovereignty and self-determination, democracy and human rights.”

The ITUC and the TUCA remain mobilised against imperialist, military or economic interference in one 
country by another, against wars, and in the firm defence of peace, democracy and multilateralism.

For the sovereignty, peace and the self-determination of all peoples.

https://www.ituc-csi.org/ituc-tuca-venezuela

The ETUC expresses its deep concerns about the US  military operations  in Venezuela and condemns such 
US military intervention in breach of the UN Charter and international law. 

The ETUC supports the ITUC and TUCA  and reiterates that workers and citizens must never pay the price of 
geopolitical escalation. The future of Venezuela must be decided by Venezuelans themselves through 

democratic and peaceful means, without foreign interference, and with free and independent trade unions 
able to operate without repression.

The ETUC strongly condemns any attempt by foreign powers to exercise political or economic control over 
Venezuela in order to secure access to its natural resources. Such actions constitute a grave violation of 

international law, the UN Charter, and the right of peoples to self-determination, and they inevitably deepen 
social injustice, repression and violations of workers’ rights. 

The ETUC calls for the immediate protection of civilians and all those detained, with full guarantees of due 
process and transparency. We urge all parties to return to diplomacy and dialogue and reiterate that Latin 

America must remain a zone of peace.

The European trade union movement stands in solidarity with the workers of Venezuela and their unions, and 
supports all efforts to protect rights, democracy and peace. 

The ETUC calls on the EU to take all action available to it to ensure that all actors engage in inclusive dialogue 
and mediation in full respect for human rights and international law and in protecting EU citizens

https://www.etuc.org/en/node/26087
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